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In view of the fact that cervical abscesses are
fairly freceu,nt, the idea did not occur to me to
propose a radiography to discover the possible
presence of a foreign body.
On the 3rd of May, the patient left the hospital

absolutely cured, and commenced to recover the
weight she had lost during her illness.
In conclusion I will leave to my readers to

appreciate for themselves the consequences that
might have resulted from that accident, if the
way through which this foreign body passed into
the neck had become infected more tardily,
thereby favouring the later penetration of the
needle into the large blood vessels, or coming
into contact with the pneumogastric or sympa-
thetic nerves.

A LATE REPORT ON A CASE OF
FUNCTIONAL ALBUMINURIA

The following case should be of some interest
to those of us who remember how much concern
any form of albuminuria produced forty years
ago. It was, as I then wrote, "the most marked
case of functional albuminuria I have met with,
one in whose urine I have often seen as much
as one-half of the column in the test tube to
consist of solid albumin. This is a case of a
young gentleman, now aged twenty-three, whom
I have had under observation for six years, and
who, though the albuminuria is as marked as

ever, has fairly good health which has not de-
teriorated during that time." He had been a
patient of the late Professor Sir Thomas
Grainger Stewart of Edinburgh, who had kept
him on a purely milk diet for thirteen months
without in the least influencing the albuminuria.
The quotation is from a contribution made to

the Lancet (December 10, 1887). Its title was
"Albuminuria in the apparently healthy." In
it I reported the results of the examination of
the urine of 461 persons. Of these, 369 were
boys; of them 20.8 per cent were albuminurics.
By a series of tests I proved that the albumin-
uria was caused by rising from the reclining to
the standing posture. I therefore called the
condition "postural albuminuria." Sixty-four
of the boys played wind instruments; of them
59.4 per cent were albuminurics. This did not
appear to controvert, but rather helped to sub-
stantiate, the theory then advanced that the
temporary albuminuria was produced by a tem-
porary paresis of the renal vessels.
The immediate point of interest is this: I

hear occasionally from the "young gentleman"
above mentioned. He is now sixty-two years of
age and in good health. The albumAinuria ceased
entirely only a few years ago. Is this because
the walls of the renal vessels had in the mean-
time changed their character? (Alex W. Stirl-
ing, M.D., Ed., D.P.H., Brit. Med. Jour., July
17, 1926).

Acid Sodium Phosphate in Fatigue.-Emden
and associates, during the war, attempted to
delay the onset of fatigue in German soldiers
by the oral administration of acid sodium phos-
phate in sublaxative doses, and claimed excellent
results. Extending studies to miners and ani-
mals, similar results were claimed. Frederick
B. Flinn reports upon his investigation of these
claims in United States Public Health Reports,
July 16, 1926. He found animal experiments
disappointing on account of inability to estab-
lish a satisfactory base line which could be used
as a starting point in judging the effect of the
salt on work-production. Subjective experi-
ments on humans gave, as is usual with such
experiments, variant and indefinite results. Sev-

eral of the group under study reported inprove-
ment in general health-notably relief of con-
stipation, and a few were able to shorten the
period of sleep yet feel less tired on awaking
than before the experiment was commenced, but
the type of occupation prevented estimation of
any change in productive ability. A group of
thirty girls, whose work-production could be ac-
curately checked, was subjected to experimental
study for several weeks, and their work records
were compared with those of co-workers who
were unaware that they were the subjects of
study. No conclusive evidence was adduced that
muscular efficiency is increased by the adminis-
tration of the salt, and any benefit derived is at-
tributed to the stimulation of the intestinal tract.


